The human element of advanced technology.
Human beings are uniquely endowed with the power and desire to manipulate the world around them. Although this drive has been present throughout the ages, today vast sources of knowledge provide a means to create products of advanced technology unlike any before in recorded history. Humankind is driven to control the human condition ie, the inherent tragedies of life. Yet, from their inception, human technological creations have the potential to lead to tragic ends. Some contend this is because of the ever-present human element within the products of advanced technology. The human factor inherent in advanced technology is reviewed with attention to the risks and benefits therein. Current case studies are presented. The ethical principle of informed consent is presented within the context of risks and benefits of advanced technology.